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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Every year the Conference of Local Bar Associations sponsors a
Bar Leaders Institute at the University of Richmond School of Law.
Participation is free, and it draws Bar leaders from across the Com-
monwealth. I had the privilege of attending this year, along with two
other members of our Executive Committee, Mary Morgan and Kelly
St. Clair. The first half of the program focused on the importance of
a strategic plan for all Bar associations as well as a periodic review of
the strategic plan to make certain that it remains relevant, and that
the association is meeting the needs of its members. As it turns out,
our President, Chip Beaman, is ahead of the game. In his very first
President’s Message, Chip wrote:

Gary Bryant

Planning for the future. For any organization, it is critically important that there be a
carefully constructed roadmap fo help guide its future course. This is particularly true in
times of economic distress and uncertainty. The NPBA has enjoyed remarkable success
over the years due to the loyalty and dedication of its members and staff. And although
we do have in place a mission statement, we do not have a strategic plan that sets forth in
sufficient detail our short term and long term goals and how we intend to achieve them.
Dave Lannetti recognized this deficiency and began the process of addressing it during
his term as President. Jeff Stredler in turn continued the process. It is my hope that by
the end of the year we will have a strategic plan in place, ready to be implemented, that
will prove to be an effective guide for the Association well into the future.

At the start of his term in office Chip asked former Bar President Dave Lannetti to chair the
Strategic Planning Committee, whose task was to review the NPBA mission statement, to make
any necessary revisions, and to develop a strategic plan for the Association. Chip included on
the committee lawyers of all ages, from large and small firms as well as solo practitioners. The
Committee also had representatives from local law schools as well as the bench.

Before tackling the strategic plan, the Committee concluded that it was important to first
articulate the Association’s mission:

The mission of the Norfolk Portsmouth Bar Association is to serve our members, the
legal profession, the justice system, and the community at large through: education;
advocacy on behalf of the legal profession and the judiciary; and programs that help
meetl the legal needs of the community.
In essence, the mission of the Association is to serve. The Association has an obligation to serve
not only its members, but through its members to serve the legal profession, the justice system

(continued on page 2)
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(PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED)

and our community. This conclusion rests on the NPBA’s aspiration to be the preeminent
legal professional association in Hampton Roads. The Committee concluded that, by virtue
of our status as lawyers and officers of the court, we not only should, but have an obligation
to, serve the profession, the justice system and our community. In short, the obligation to
serve has less to do with the nature of our Association and more to do with the status of our
members as legal professionals.

Once the Committee identified and articulated the mission of the Association, it turned
to the various methods by which the Association could implement its mission. Those of you
who are active in the Association know that NPBA emphasizes education. Its leaders work
to provide meaningful opportunities to attend and participate in continuing legal education,
including the “season ticket” package which allows members unlimited access to any CLE
sponsored by the Association. Indeed, the CLE Committee is perhaps the most active in the
Association, working to provide both general programs useful to all members as well as pro-
grams specifically tailored to individual practice areas. In addition, the Association sponsors
the annual Bench Bar Conference, providing more continuing legal education as well as an
opportunity to interact with our judges, both state and federal. Fourteen judges attended this
year’s conference, and ten participated as speakers.

Another method by which the Bar Association serves is by advocating on behalf of the legal
profession. Keeping in mind that its goal is to serve its membership, what is the appropriate
“litmus test” for determining when a “cause” improves the profession, and thus merits the
Association’s advocacy? Clearly it would not advocate for a policy or rule that would favor
plaintiffs or prosecutors over defendants or vice versa. But there are some causes the Associa-
tion can comfortably back as having the support of virtually all of its members. For example,
the Association has, through its Courts of Justice Committee under Don Schultz’s leadership,
advocated for and participated in the design of the new courthouse complex. No one could
credibly argue that a new courthouse would not be in the best interest of our profession or
the legal system. The Strategic Planning Committee concluded that the advocacy should
extend to issues on behalf of judges and/or the judicial system as a whole, under appropriate
circumstances. While the Committee was not so naive as to think that the Association can
inject itself into the political process inherent in selecting judges, it can certainly play a role
in providing to legislators input with regard to the qualifications, including experience, of
various candidates. In addition, the Committee agreed that it is entirely appropriate for the
Association to advocate for an independent judiciary.

Finally, the Strategic Planning Committee concluded that the Association could serve its
members by providing opportunities to serve in the community. Of course, the NPBA has been
associated with the Legal Food Frenzy for more than 20 years; in fact, the Food Frenzy was the
brainchild of Association members Bill Nusbaum and Peter Huber. The Association provides
opportunities to participate in local high schools through its Mock Trial Project and Mentor-
ing Program. In addition, attorneys can participate in the “ForKids” Program, sponsored by
the Young Lawyers Section. And the Association is looking to expand these opportunities, as
one of its long range goals is to provide “meaningful community involvement opportunities
in which members are encouraged to participate.”

If you have not already done so, please visit the NPBA website where you can find a link to
the full strategic plan, which lists the Association’s core values as well as its long range goals.
Remember, this is your bar association, and its primary mission is to serve. To that end, we
welcome input from all of our members with regard to the strategic plan which, to be effec-
tive, must always be a work in progress.

MARCH LUNCHEON
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New NPBA Strategic Plan

by David W. Lannetti, Chair, Strategic Planning Committee

After approximately six months of hard
work, the ad hoc NPBA Strategic Planning
Committee (appointed by NPBA President
Chip Beaman and comprised of a diverse
cross-section of NPBA’'s membership)
presented a draft NPBA Strategic Plan to
the Executive Committee for approval. The
Strategic Planning Committee’s task was to
identify and articulate a vision, a mission
statement, core values, and long range goals
for the Association. Of note, the aim was not
to change the current direction of NPBA,
but rather to create a document on which
the Association and its leadership could
focus as the NPBA President and Executive

Committee develop goals each year. The
Strategic Plan will allow the Association to
identify where it wants to be three to five
years from now and how to get there.

The Executive Committee approved
the draft Strategic Plan, which now is
available on the Association’s website
(www.norfolkandportsmouthbar.org).
According to the Plan, Norfolk & Ports-
mouth Bar Association’s vision is “to be the
pre-eminent legal professional association
in Hampton Roads,” and its mission is “to
serve our members, the legal profession,
the justice system, and the community
at large through: education; advocacy
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on behalf of the legal profession and the
judiciary; and programs that help meet the
legal needs of the community.” Look for
your Association to initiate a plan of action,
incorporating its core values and consistent
with its mission and long range goals, that
best allocates its resources—including you,
the Association membership—as it strives
to make its vision a reality. Incorporated
properly, a successful strategic plan is best
exemplified by what motivational speaker
Joel Barker once observed: “Vision without
action is merely a dream. Action without
vision just passes the time. But vision with
action can change the world.”



Federal Court Pro Bono
Counsel Program

The Judges of the Norfolk and Newport
News Divisions of the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia
are pleased to announce the creation of a
Pro Bono Counsel Program in conjunc-
tion with the Office of the Federal Public
Defender (“FPD”). The Pro Bono Counsel
Program will be a partnership between the
FPD and private law firms/practitioners
through which attorneys act as pro bono
co-counsel under the supervision of one
or more Assistant Federal Public Defenders
in federal court cases. The pro bono co-
counsel’s responsibilities may include legal
research and writing, drafting pleadings,
meeting with clients, participating in court
proceedings, and appellate work.

Under the partnership, firms may par-
ticipate by identifying one or more attorneys
who are interested in committing the time
and energy necessary to act as pro bono co-
counsel on indigent criminal cases assigned
to the FPD. The partnership is open to any
attorney who has been admitted to practice
before the United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Virginia.

The Pro Bono Counsel Program serves
the mission of the FPD and the Court in a

number of important ways. First, the FPD
and its clients benefit from the assistance
firm attorneys can provide, especially in
complex cases or cases that result in a jury
trial. Second, firm attorneys benefit from
the experience and training they receive by
working with and under the supervision
of experienced federal court practitioners.
Third, the Court benefits from having
experienced attorneys practice before it,
especially if some of these lawyers later
join the Criminal Justice Act (“CJA”) Panel,
thereby being eligible for direct court ap-
pointments in criminal cases. Finally, the
program encourages pro bono contribu-
tions by law firms/practitioners to the
defense of the indigent in federal court.
The Pro Bono Counsel Program is en-
dorsed by the Judges of the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of
Virginia. For additional information about
the program, and for enrollment proce-
dures, please access the Federal Public
Defender website at www.vaefpd.org.

Rebecca Beach Smith
Chief Judge

LAW OFFICE OF
KELLAM T. PARKS, rLLC

Kellam T. Parks is pleased to announce the formation of his
firm, Law Office of Kellam T. Parks, PLLC.

| welcome referrals or co-counsel cases in my focused

practice areas of:

Domestic Relations | Credit Reporting Disputes | Personal Injury

4164 Virginia Beach Blvd, Suite 204, Virginia Beach, VA 23452-1762
pho: 757.453.7744 = fax:757.453.7578 = www.ktparkslaw.com

WELcoME NEw MEMBERS
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H. Kimberlie Young
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Commander Transformation, NATO

B. Caitlin Walters
Phillips & Peters, PLLC

Jennifer M. Brown
Regent University Law Student




Firm ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lisa P. O’Donnell of Bertini O’Donnell &
Hammer, PC was named president of the
Virginia Trial Lawyers Association at VTLA's
53rd Annual Convention at the Greenbrier,
where her colleagues, members of the judi-
ciary and legislature convened.

Christie, Kantor, Griffin, Smith, Shepherd
& Chiusano, P.C. is pleased to announce
that Jill Roseland Harris has joined our
firm. Mrs. Harris earned her law degree
from Creighton University School of Law
and her undergraduate degree from Coe
College. She was most recently a partner
with the law firm of Kaufman & Canoles.
Jill was selected for inclusion in Virginia
Business magazine Virginia’s Legal Elite
2011 and is a board member of the Court
Appointed Special Advocates for the City of
Virginia Beach. Jill will focus her practice
on domestic relations and family law, in all
cities and courts in the area.

Robert L. “Bo” Foley and Valerie B. Foley,
are pleased to announce the addition of
Amanda Burks as a partner. The firm will
now be known as Foley Burks, P.C. Amanda
Burks brings her wealth of experience as a
Commonwealth’s Attorney in both Norfolk
and Suffolk to a firm that has a primary focus
of representing individuals and businesses

in litigation matters. Amanda graduated in
1997 summa cum laude from James Madi-
son University with a degree in English.
She earned her master’s degree in English
from the University of South Carolina in
1999 and her Juris Doctor from the Wash-
ington and Lee School of Law in 2002.
Thereafter, Amanda clerked for the Honor-
able Jerome James, the Honorable Junius
P. Fulton, III, and the Honorable Everett
A. Martin, Jr., at the Norfolk Circuit Court.
She began her practice as a prosecutor in
the Norfolk Commonwealth’s Attorney’s
Office. Beginning in 2007, Amanda worked
for Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University as an Assistant Attorney General
and Special Counsel for the University.
Amanda returned to Hampton Roads in
2009 and joined the Suffolk Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office.

Kaufman & Canoles, P.C. is pleased to
announce that Kirkland M. Kelley is the
recipient of the 2012 YWCA Women of
Distinction Award for law. The Awards
celebrate outstanding women who have
made significant contributions to the
South Hampton Roads community by dem-
onstrating a commitment to the YWCA’s
mission of eliminating racism and empow-

ering women. Ms. Kelley is a partner in the
firm’s Norfolk office where she practices in
the Private Client Services and Tax Groups.
She is a Fellow in the American College of
Trust and Estate Counsel and is AV rated
by Martindale Hubbell. Ms. Kelley received
her B.A. from Hollins University and her
J.D. from Washington and Lee University
School of Law. Active in the community,
Ms. Kelley’s current civic involvement in-
cludes service on the Boards of Directors
of WHRO Public Television and The Library
of Virginia Foundation in addition to serv-
ing as a professional advisor to numerous
charities and foundations, including the
Hampton Roads Community Foundation.

The Law Offices of Carl Khalil and Sada
Sheldon, PLC is founded by two former
Liberty Tax in-house attorneys who have a
combined 26 years of legal experience. Carl
Khalil was Corporate Counsel to Jackson
Hewitt before moving to Liberty. Khalil
and Sheldon plan to focus their practice
in franchise and distribution, business
law and civil litigation. The firm is located
at 2000 General Booth Blvd., Suite 201,
Virginia Beach, 23454, 263-4596, www.
Carl-And-Sada-Law.com.

(continued on page 5)
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Shapiro

Favaloro

Our firm welcomes forming a co-counsel relationship with you
for serious injury, wrongful death and malpractice cases.

460-7776

Shapiro, Lewis & Appleton, P.C.
“All We Do Is Injury Law”
Licensed: VA, NC, SC, FL, KY, WV, MA & DC

Brannon

Appleton

Lewis
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(Firm Announcement continued)

The law firm of Phillips & Peters, PLLC is
pleased to announce that Sarah J. McCoy
and B. Caitlin Walters have joined our
team as our newest associates. Both Sarah
and Caitlin were admitted to the Virginia
Bar in 2011. Sarah received her under-
graduate degree in 2007 from Fort Lewis
College, Durango, Colorado and her Juris
Doctorate in 2011 from Regent University
School of Law. Sarah was formerly a leg-
islative aide for the Virginia House of Del-
egates. Caitlin received her undergraduate
degree in 2008 from McKendree University,
Lebanon, Illinois and her Juris Doctorate
in 2011 from Regent University School of
Law. Both Sarah and Caitlin will continue
the firm’s focus of representing clients with
their Family Law needs.

Kellam T. Parks has opened the Law Of-
fice of Kellam T. Parks, PLLC, a law firm
located near Town Center in Virginia Beach
focusing primarily on Domestic Relations,
Personal Injury, and Credit Reporting
Dispute cases. The firm embraces modern
technologies in its operation. It utilizes
cloud-based systems to manage the firm’s
paperless files, allowing remote 24/7 access
for its clients. Mr. Parks earned a bachelor’s
degree in philosophy with honors from St.
Andrews University in North Carolina and
a juris doctorate from the Marshall-Wythe

School of Law at the College of William
and Mary. Mr. Parks returned home to
Tidewater upon graduating law school and
has practiced in the area for over a decade.
He looks forward to continuing to provide
legal services to clients throughout Hamp-
ton Roads with his new firm.

James Webb Jones has joined Poole Ma-
honey’s Chesapeake office. Mr. Jones brings
more than forty years of legal experience in
land use in both the private and government
sector. His experience includes planning
and acquisition for transportation proj-
ects, port development, parks and school
sites. Mr. Jones served as outside counsel
and as a Staff Attorney to the Department
of Transportation and rose to the level of
Senior Assistant Attorney General for the
VDOT Southeast Region as the Region’s
Staff Counsel. Mr. Jones earned his bach-
elor and his juris doctorate degrees from
University of Virginia, a Graduate Certificate
in Transportation Policy, Operations & Lo-
gistics from George Mason University and
VDOT Executive Institute Certificate from
Virginia Commonwealth University’s Center
for Public Policy.

Michael L. Goodove, partner in the law firm
of Swartz, Taliaferro, Swartz & Goodove,
P.C., was recognized as a Virginia Super
Lawyer in 2012 in the area of personal in-

jury law by the Virginia Super Lawyers mag-
azine. Franklin Swartz, another partner,
was recognized as a “Virginia Super Law-
yer” in 2012 in criminal law. Mr. Goodove
specializes in personal injury law and Mr.
Swartz specializes in criminal law with an
emphasis in white collar crime.

Willcox & Savage is pleased to welcome
a new Associate. Melissa A. Hamann is in
the Maritime practice group. She will focus
on representing maritime clients in a wide
variety of matters, including admiralty and
maritime law, maritime insurance defense
and subrogation, and marine employment
law. Melissa is a 2011 graduate of The
Catholic University of America Columbus
School of Law. During law school, she served
as a legal intern for the U.S. Coast Guard
Office of Maritime and International Law.
Melissa received a B.A. from the University
of San Diego in 2003. Prior to law school,
Melissa was a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy.

Neil L. Rose, a partner in the Tax and Estate
Practice Group at Willcox & Savage, has
been elected a Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC).
A former IRS and Treasury Special Honors
Attorney, Mr. Rose has over twenty-five years
experience in the areas of estate planning and
administration, federal and local taxation,
real estate and corporate law.

 Deportation Defense
e Visas

e Green Cards

e Citizenship

e Criminal Consequence

IMMIGRATION

VANDEVENTER BIACK 11P

and co-counsel relationships.

Our Immigration Law Group regularly
handles the full range of immigration services
— from visas and green cards to citizenship
and deportation defense in immigration court.

We understand the immigration consequences
of ariminal convictions. In addition to providing
consultation services, we welcome referrals

Immigration Law Group
Arthur Serratelli, Chair

Mara S. Mijal
Trey R. Kelleter

Contact:
757-446-8697
aserratelli@vanblk.com
mmijal@vanblk.com
tkelleter@vanblk.com

101 W. Main Street, Suite 500
Norfolk, VA 23510
707 East Main Street, Suite 1700
Richmond, VA 23219
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how are we going
to be ready in time?

everyone is so busy.

T SPECIAL
' CouNSEL.

757.548.6660
800.737.3436
specialcounsel.com

THAT’S WHAT WE DO, EVERY DAY.® Let Special
Counsel, the leading provider of legal staffing
services nationwide, ease the stress that staffing
issues can cause. Whether you need attorneys,
paralegals, or other resources, we provide the most
qualified professionals — from general workload
management and litigation support to project
management for e-discovery and document review
projects. Combined with our specialized services
of medical document review, deposition digesting,
and court reporting, Special Counsel is the single
place for all of your legal staffing needs — whether
on a contract or direct hire basis. Restore the focus
to your core business. Call us today.

©2012 Special Counsel, Inc. All rights reserved.

MESSAGE FroM THE Youne LAWYERS SECTION

By Joshua E. Baker, Chair

The Young Lawyers
Section and other mem-
bers of the NPBA met
on April 17, 2012 for
another Breakfast with
the Bench program.
We appreciated hearing
from Norfolk General
District Court Judge S. Joshua Baker
Clark Daugherty about practice in the
General District Court and the practice of
law in general. Thank you Judge Daugh-
erty for joining the YLS and for sharing
your time and advice.

On May 5, 2012, plan to join the YLS
and other members of the NPBA as we vol-
unteer our time to assist ForKids in their
mission to break the cycle of homelessness
in our community. There are two options
for volunteering on May 5. At 9 am, there
will be an outdoor option to assist with yard
work and maintenance of various ForKids
properties. At Noon, there will be an indoor
option to assist with the operation and orga-
nization of ForKids’ thrift store, Good Mojo,
located at Granby and 25th Street. Please
RSVP either to me at jeb@waldoandlyle.com
or to npbamail@gmail.com. More specifics
will be available closer to the date.

This year the NPBA at large has been

considering its goals and its role in the
legal community. I believe two of its great-
est contributions are in helping to build a
sense of community within the local legal
profession and providing opportunities for
our community of lawyers to give back to
the community at large. The two events
mentioned above are but the latest of ex-
amples of ways in which the YLS means to
support the NPBA carry out its mission. I
look forward to continuing to help support
these worthy goals.

It has been a great privilege to serve the
bar and as the YLS Chairman this past year.
I would like to thank the NPBA Executive
Committee and Chip Beaman for their
tremendous support through the year. I
also wish to offer a special thanks to Donna
Bausch and her staff who continually serve
the NPBA in many seen and unseen, but
always greatly appreciated ways.

Lastly, I wish to thank the YLS Commit-
tee for their hours of service, volunteerism,
commitment and dedication to helping
provide meaningful opportunities to serve
our community and to build camaraderie
among the bar.

I wish all the best to incoming YLS
Chairman Bonnie Lane as she continues
the Committee’s good and fine work.

NPBA FounbatioNn NEws

By Greg E. Summy e President, NPBA Foundation
Greg.summy@nscorp.com ® 533-4890

Spring is a wonder-
ful time of year in South
Hampton Roads. The
azaleas are blooming,
warm days are arriv-
ing, and your NPBA
Foundation is open-
ing its checkbook to
award scholarships to
deserving students!

I am pleased to announce that the Foun-
dation’s Selection Committee has chosen
the recipient of the inaugural Elizabeth
Fitzwater Memorial Scholarship. This
scholarship is awarded to a second year law
student expressing an interest to return to
South Hampton Roads after graduation and
emphasize public interest law in his or her
practice. The first annual recipient of the
Fitzwater Scholarship is Natalie Ann Shave
of Virginia Beach. Ms. Shave is a graduate of
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Greg Summy

Norfolk Academy, received her undergradu-
ate degree from Davidson College, and is a
second year law student at Elon University
School of Law. Ms. Shave has demonstrated
a commitment to public service, and the
Fitzwater Scholarship Selection Committee,
chaired by NPBA Past President Beryl Adler,
believes she is a deserving recipient of our
first Fitzwater Scholarship.

Your Foundation’s annual scholarship
competition for high school students has
received a record level of interest — 41
applications in all — more than double
the number of applications received in
recent years. As a result, I am unable to
introduce the recipients to you as this
issue goes to press. However, one thing
is certain — the recipients of the scholar-
ships will be announced at the NPBA
Annual Dinner on Tuesday, May 8. I hope
to see you there!



Special Notice to Personal Injury Lawyers:
Make it Easy on Yourself

Tired of all the phone calls from clients asking for cash? Spending too much time
answering questions and sending documents to the national lenders? | provide
immediate cash upon your request with:

v No upfront fee

v" No minimum

v" No compounding and
v' 20% every 6 months

When you want to keep your clients happy and remain in control, contact
Dan Tannen at
301-384-9191 or email me at dtannen@verizon.net.



mailto:dtannen@verizon.net

Bench/Bar Conference
April 11, 2012

COME OUT FOR THE NPBA YLS
FORKIDS WORKDAY!

This year alone, over 7,700 children will become homeless in Hampton Roads. Every day, ForKids works with over 150
homeless families including 300 children. To fully break the cycle of homelessness and poverty, ForKids provides emergency
shelter in addition to a full spectrum of services, programs and education for the entire family. ForKids helps enroll kids in
school, provides access to medical care, offers daily tutoring and counseling, along with budgeting classes, GED tutoring, par-
enting classes and therapy for the parents. By emphasizing education and self-sufficiency, the ForKids model gets results. The
families successfully keep a budget and save every month. Children not only catch up in school but make the honor roll and
the football team. ForKids offers tools, so parents and children learn how to become self-sufficient.

We will be assisting with upkeep and maintenance at two transitional homes that help provide housing for 12 families with
24 children. We will also assist with many projects at Good Mojo, ForKids’ thrift store.

Two ways to participate:
MAY 5, 2012, 9 am at 840 West 38" Street, Norfolk
MAY 5, 2012, Noon at Good Mojo Thrift Store — corner of 25" Street and Granby

This event is open to all members of the NPBA and their families

RSVP: npbamail@gmail.com — We would appreciate an RSVP, but all are welcome to show up on the 5th
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For more information about ForKids please visit their website at: www.homesforkids.org
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999 Water51de Drive, Suite 1330
Norfolk, Virginia 23510

MARCH LUNCHEON

PORTRAIT
PRESENTATION

On Thursday, June 14, 2012, the Nor-
folk and Portsmouth Bar Association will
present to the Norfolk Circuit Court the
portrait of Judge Lydia C. Taylor.

You are invited to attend this ceremony,
which will commence at 3:00 p.m. in

PRSRT STD
U.S.POSTAGE
PAID
NORFOLK, VA
PERMIT NO. 175

NoRFoLK JUVENILE & DOMESTIC
RELATIONS DisTRICT COURT

The following are state holidays and the
court will be closed:
May 28, 2012 — Memorial Day
July 4, 2012 — Independence Day
September 3, 2012 — Labor Day
There is a Judicial Conference August
13-14, 2012. We will have only one court

in session on those days (emergency and
overnight cases only).

Courtroom Number 1 of this Court.

When your clients have

estions about philanthropic

quests...have the answers
at your fingertips.

Become an instant expert...
with our free, informative, and inspiring booklet.
Order your copy (or copies) today.
bequests@hamptonroadscf.org
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