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1eone else. The good news is there is always help available.

zes available to anyone struggling with mental health issues in our
1ce abuse, depression or other psychological issues. Local, state and
ss to a multitude of services. Mental health and substance abuse
attorneys through Virginia's Lawyers Helping Lawyers program

oly that the practice of law is the only cause of mental health issues,
e, but only that members of our profession are more prone to such
ns due to the nature of our work. In writing this, I am hoping that
urposes and none of you is suffering from any of these thoughts or
f anyone who is. However, as my life and professional experience
annot be ignored and if this article touches even one person then
you are struggling with any issues or notice a friend or colleague
-uggling, do not wait to reach out for help. Even though we are in
ve profession it does not mean that we cannot watch out for each
s John Donne, “No man is an island, entire of itself...any man’s death
m involved in mankind; and therefore never send to know for whom
ee.” Good health.

NPBA FounDpATION

‘eg E. Summy, President, NPBA Foundation
Greg.summy@nscorp.com ¢ 533-4890

y the time you read this article, the celebration of the opening of
1ew Norfolk Courthouse will have concluded. I hope that many of
vere able to attend the reception on February 26. Your Bar Founda-
sponsored this event because we believed the opening of the new
‘thouse is a significant and unique milestone in the history of the
inistration of justice in Norfolk.

he reception couldn’t have happened without significant financial
ort, and I want to publicly thank the sponsoring law firms and other
ies that helped to make the reception enjoyable for all.
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LiIBRARY LINES

Norfolk Law Library staff:
Donna Bausch, J.D., MS.LS., Law Librarian, doausch@norfolklawlibrary.org
David Knight, MS.LS., Assistant Law Librarian, dknight@norfolklawlibrary.org

Contact Norfolk Law Library at 622-2910 + www.norfolklawlibrary.org
NORFOLK LAw LIBRARY FRIENDS e 2014-2015

Platinum $750 & up
Kaufman & Canoles, P.C.
NPBA Young Lawyers Section

Gold $500-$749
Pender & Coward, P.C.
Vandeventer Black LLP

Willcox & Savage

Williams Mullen

Silver $250-$499
Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers
Honorable Gwendolyn J. Jackson
Honorable Joseph P. Massey

Bronze $100-$249
S. Beryl Adler
Woody Anderson
Honorable Michelle J. Atkins
Bangel, Bangel & Bangel, L.L.P.
Kelly M. Barnhart
Harold E. Bell
Beth Hirsch Berman
Bruce T. Bishop
William D. Breit
Robert E. Brown
Kristan B. Burch
David A. Buzard
F. Sullivan Callahan
Delphine G. Carnes
James L. Chapman
John A. Coggeshall
Mary G. Commander
Connor & Price, P.C.
Andrew P. Corcoran, Jr.
Timothy A. Coyle
Honorable Mark S. Davis

Donations received as of February 20, 2015

Terry H. Davis, Jr.
John L. Deal
Decker Law Firm
Jeremiah A. Denton, III
Honorable Robert G. Doumar
Reid H. Ervin
Michael F. Fasanaro, Jr.
John R. Fletcher
Honorable Jerome B. Friedman
Honorable Junius P. Fulton, III
O.L. Gilbert
Richard S. Glasser Family Foundation
Edward F. Halloran
I. Lionel Hancock, III
Henry E. Howell, II1
Honorable Marc Jacobson
Barry Kantor
Aaron Kass
Ray W. King
Montgomery Knight, Jr.
Linda Laibstain
R. Larry Lambert
Honorable David W. Lannetti
and Kamala H. Lannetti
Carl C. LaMondue
Honorable Joseph A. Leafe
Honorable Everett A. Martin, Jr.
Howard W. Martin, Jr.
Vincent J. Mastracco, Jr.
Honorable James S. Mathews
John C. McLemore
Daniel J. Miller
Honorable Douglas E. Miller
William H. Monroe, Jr.
Sherri L. Nelson

Robert C. Nusbaum
John E. Pappas
Mark D. Perreault
Amy G. Pesesky
Pierce & Thornton, PLLC
Anita O. Poston
Ralph Rabinowitz
C. Arthur Robinson, II
Martha Rollins
D. Lindsey Russell
John M. Ryan
Stanley L. Samuels
Toy D. Savage, Jr.
John S. Shannon
Richard N. Shapiro
Conrad M. Shumadine
Honorable Rebecca Beach Smith
Robert C. Stackhouse
Jennifer T. Stanton
Stephen E. Story
Virginia Van Valkenburg
Guilford D. Ware
Wm. Adam White
Marshall A. Winslow, Jr.

Additional contributors
Bertini & Hammer, P.C.
Edward S. Garcia, Jr.
Steven A. Mirman
Honorable Louis A. Sherman
Edward S. Stein
Charles E. Vogan, Jr.

Be a Friend!
Make a Tax Deductible Contribution to
Norfolk Law Library this year!

Youne LAWYERS SECTION

We hope everyone is staying warm this
winter. I know I am looking forward to
spring! I am sure you are too and the YLS
is hard at work planning exciting events
for the coming months.

As I write this column, we are looking
forward to having The Honorable David
Lannetti, of the Norfolk Circuit Court, join
us for our next installment of Breakfast
with the Bench. Judge Lannetti is new to
the Norfolk Circuit Court bench and we
are excited to hear from him! I have no
doubt that this will be another wonderful
Breakfast with the Bench.

By Cart Rixey Reilly, Chair

On Monday, March
9, 2015, the YLS will
prepare and serve din-
ner to the residents of
the Ronald McDonald
House on Colley Av-
enue. We have enjoyed
nurturing our partner-
ship with the Ronald
McDonald House and
look forward to another exciting evening
there.

The YLS is also looking forward to par-
ticipating in the middle school mock trial
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Cart Rixey Reilly

program this spring. The YLS has enjoyed
its involvement in this program for the
past few years and is excited to participate
again this year!

We are planning a networking happy
hour for this spring and another CLE for
the summer, so stayed tuned for more de-
tails. As we approach springtime, I invite
all interested “young” lawyers to join us
for a YLS meeting. If you are interested in
becoming involved with, or have ideas for,
the YLS, please reach out to me at creilly@
wolriv.com.



T NEw NorrorLk COURTHOUSE

The Honorable David Lannetti, Norfolk Circuit Court Judge

Phase one of the new Norfolk Court-
house (which houses the Norfolk Circuit
Court and the Norfolk General District
Court) opened to the public on January
24, 2015, and construction on phase two
(which will house the Norfolk Juvenile and
Domestic Relations District Court and the
Norfolk Law Library) will begin shortly.
The building is magnificent, incorporating
a thoughtful and intricate design. With
ubiquitous marble, open and accessible
public spaces that include floor-to-ceiling
windows, high-technology courtrooms
trimmed in limestone and dark wood, and a
grand eighth-floor public rotunda, Norfolk'’s
citizens have much of which to be proud. In
addition to beauty and functionality, the
building offers needed state-of-the-art se-
curity features, something woefully lack-
ing in Norfolk’s previous courthouses.

Amidst an economy that still is recover-
ing and a city with many needs, questions
almost certainly will arise regarding why the
City of Norfolk elected to construct such a
grand structure. Such questions regarding
investments in judicial infrastructure are
not new. In commissioning the construction
of what would become a four-story neoclassi-
cal marble edifice in Washington, D.C., then
U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice William
Howard Taft directed famed architect Cass
Gilbert to design “a building of dignity
and importance suitable for its use as the
permanent home of the Supreme Court of
the United States.” According to a booklet
later prepared by the Court, “[t]he building
was designed on a scale in keeping with the
importance and dignity of the Court and the
Judiciary as a coequal, independent branch
of the United States Government, and as a
symbol of ‘the national ideal of justice in the
highest sphere of activity.” The structure’s
iconic portico, with its sixteen massive Co-
rinthian columns and overhead inscription
proclaiming “Equal Justice Under Law,”
makes the stately building both immediately
recognizable and unmistakably symbolic.
The 82-foot by 91-foot Court Chamber in
which cases are argued, with its 44-foot
ceiling, is a far cry from the small basement
room in the U.S. Capitol the Court occupied
when the federal government was first estab-
lished in Washington.

Our federal and state courts play a
critical role in American government,

dispensing justice and restraining abuse
by the executive and legislative branches.
Courthouses are seen and used by local
residents and visitors on a daily basis, and it
isimperative that the structures reflect the
solemnity and significance of the work that
takes place therein. For many individuals,
their experiences with local courts comprise
their only exposure to the judicial system.
As U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen
Breyer wrote in the forward to a courthouse
architectural guide, “Both in function and
in design, the buildings architects design
will embody and reflect principles that tell
the public who use or see them something
about themselves, their government, and
their nation. In so doing, those buildings can
help us live together better as a community.”
According to John O. Peters, author of
several books on Virginia courthouses,
courthouses within the Commonwealth
historically were designed and built for
inspiration and awe, a tradition stemming
from Thomas Jefferson, who designed at
least three Virginia courthouses. Justice
Breyer and Peters share the same senti-
ment, that a courthouse is not just a
building; it has a symbolic function as
the center of public life.

Erected fifty years ago, the prior Norfolk
courthouses survived well beyond their
expected lives, and the cost of corrective
maintenance had increased greatly over re-
cent years. More importantly, the national
trend of increased incidents of random vio-
lence in courthouses made continued com-
mingling of inmates, litigants, attorneys,
and judges in unsecure, open courthouse
spaces unacceptable. The new courthouse
solves these problems and highlights the
priority the City places in local justice and
the judiciary’s role in ensuring adherence
to the rule of law.

Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim's eloquent
words at the new courthouse ribbon-cutting
ceremony aptly summed up the importance
of the building: “Courts are perhaps our
most important community asset. Residents
come here to conduct business, obtain
marriage licenses, register wills, record
deeds—the comings and goings of the City.
Here justice is also dispensed. Where this
occurs says much about the community’s
commitment to the quality of justice. This
building speaks well of our commitment.”
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Norfolk Circuit Court Judge John R. Doyle,
III followed up by saying: “[T]his build-
ing’s dignified beauty proclaims to all that
we citizens of Norfolk treasure our shared
values and remain committed to our
sense of justice and the orderly resolution
of our disputes according to the rule of
law. It truly is a beacon proclaiming to
all that the bedrock of our nation is that
we are a democracy of laws with acces-
sible and equal justice to all.” Indeed, the
new courthouse building clearly reflects
the importance and dignity of Norfolk’s
courts. We all should be proud.

The views advanced in this Article repre-
sent commentary “concerning the law, the
legal system, [and] the administration of
Justice” as authorized by Virginia Canon of
Judicial Conduct 4(B) (permitting judges
to “speak, wrile, lecture, teach” and oth-
erwise participate in extrajudicial efforts
to improve the legal system). These views,
therefore, should not be mistaken for the
official views of the Norfolk Circuit Court
or my opinion as a circuit court judge in
the context of any specific case. Portions
of this article were included in an NPBA
President’s Message in the January-Feb-
ruary 2010 Bar Bulletin.

e

WELCOME

NEw MEMBERS
Meghan M. Casey
Abrons Chiusano & Sceviour, P.L.L.C.
Jessica L. Dennis
City of Norfolk
Donald R. Gayle
McKenry Dancigers Dawson, P.C.
Jessica J. Hou
Foley & Foley, P.C.
Beth A, Norton
Kaufman & Canoles, P.C.
Samantha Bull
Regent University law student
Milena Radovic
University of Richmond law student

Nicole Stilwell
Regent University law student



Marcu LuvncHEoN MEETING

Thursday, March 19, 2015
Hits at The Park, Harbor Park
11:45 AM

Cathie J. France
Chief Public Affairs Officer, Port of Virginia

Cathie France was named Chief Public
Affairs Officer for the Virginia Port Author-
ity (VPA) in January 2014. She oversees
The port of Virginia government relations,
community outreach, economic develop-
ment, business analysis, communications
and media relations.

Cathie is an experienced lobbyist with a
background in both the public and private
sides of government relations. Prior to join-
ing VPA, she served as deputy director for
energy policy in the Virginia Department
of Mines. Minerals and Energv. She also

worked as Director of Government Rela-
tions for Virginia Natural Gas and was with
Vectre Corporation.

Cathie takes an active role in political
and civic life. She serves on boards includ-
ing the Virginia Aquarium, the Salvation
Army, and the Future of Hampton Roads.
She also Chairs the Virginia Beach Divi-
sion, and serves on the Executive Commit-
tee, of the Hampton Roads Chamber.

Cathie isa 2005 Fellow of the Sorenson
Institute of Political Leadership and a 2009
graduate of LEAD Hampton Roads and was
named by Inside Business as one of the
Top 40 under 40 in 2005 and Top Women
in Business in 2010. In June 2014, Cathie
was honored by Lead Hampton Roads with
their Hirst Alumni Leader Award.

Cathie earned her J.D. from Georgia
State University College of Law and her
B.A. in Political Science and Communica-
tions from James Madison University.

For luncheon reservations, call the
NPBA office at 622-3152 or email your
reservation to npbamail@gmail.com

NorroLK CASA VOLUNTEERS,

STANDING IN THE GAP
By Bronwen A. Joyner, Norfolk CASA, Inc.

It is a busy morning on a typical day in
the Norfolk Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court. Sitting in the back rows are
several people waiting for cases to be called.
They are not lawyers, social workers or CPS
workers. They are ordinary people, devoted
to doing an extraordinary job.

CASA volunteers — court-appointed
special advocates —put their passion for
the well-being of children into action.
Each CASA volunteer is appointed in
cases where a Judge believes they can fill
a unique role in making sure kids don’t get
lost in the overburdened legal and social
service systems or languish in unsupport-
ive foster homes. Unlike the many lawyers
who may become involved in their case,
CASA volunteers stay with children until
their court case is closed and the child is
placed in a safe, permanent home. A trained
CASA volunteer can make independent and
informed recommendations that help the
Judge decide what’s best for the child.

For many abused children, their CASA
volunteer is the one constant adult presence
in their lives.

s~ P . -



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Crenshaw, Ware & Martin is pleased to
announce that two of their attorneys have
been appointed to new board positions.
Elaine Inman Hogan was appointed to the
2015 Board of Directors for the Hampton
Roads Society for Human Resource Manage-
ment, as Director of Legal Affairs. Ms. Hogan
chairs the firm’s Employment Law Practice
Group. She represents employers and man-
agement in a wide range of employment law
matters and is author of the Virginia Em-
ployer Law blog (www.vaemployerlaw.com).
Amy McClure has been appointed to the
2015 Board of Directors for the Hampton
Roads Green Building Council, a chapter
of the U.S. Green Building Council, which
advances sustainable planning, design,
construction and operations. Ms. McClure
isa member of the firm’s Construction Law
Practice Group, where she represents own-
ers, contractors and subcontractors.

Inman & Strickler, PLC is proud to an-
nounce that Robert V, Timms, Jr, has
been recognized in 2014 Virginia Super
Lawyers in estate planning and probate
and has been selected for the 2014 Legal
Elite by Virginia Business Magazine in
Taxes/Estates/Trusts/Elder Law. Mr. Timms

advises clients in business and corporate
law, estate planning and administration,
and real estate law.

Kaufman & Canoles, P.C. is pleased to an-
nounce that Christy L. Murphy was recently
elected a Member at the firm. Ms. Murphy is
in the Norfolk office, where she concentrates
her practice on the representation of banks,
credit unions and other secured and unse-
cured lenders in complex commercial litiga-
tion. Ms. Murphy also regularly represents
trustees, families, and entities in trust and
estate litigation. Ms. Murphy received her
B.S. from Old Dominion University and her
J.D. from Regent University School of Law.

Pender & Coward is pleased to announce
the addition of Robert L. Samuel as a new
firm shareholder. Mr. Samuel brings more
than 35 years of experience in litigation,
focusing on personal injury law and work-
ers compensation. He is a Virginia Super
Lawyer and has also been recognized as
one of the Best Lawyers in America. Mr.
Samuel earned his J.D. from the T.C. Wil-
liams School of Law at the University of
Richmond.

Poole Mahoney, P.C. was named a Tier 1
Best Law Firm by U.S. News — Best Lawyers
in the category of Family Law. Members
of the Divorce/Family Law Group include:
Reeves Mahoney is a shareholder and Chair
of the firm’s Divorce/Family Law Group. His
areas of expertise include divorce/Family
law (with an emphasis on divorce involv-
ing substantial assets, complex equitable
distribution and contested custody issues).
Mr. Mahoney has been repeatedly elected
to Virginia Super Lawyers list in Family
Law and was named as one of the top
50 attorneys in Virginia. He is also in-
cluded in the Best Lawyers in America,
was selected as Family Lawyer of the Year
in 2010 and holds an AV Preeminent rat-
ing from Martindale Hubbell. Shantell
Nashatka is a Shareholder of the firm and
has extensive experience in all facets of
family law litigation, to include high asset
equitable distribution, military divorces,
and complex custody cases. Ms. Nashatka
also assists individuals with family-related
settlement negotiations and has been
trained to use a collaborative law model.
She has been selected as a Virginia Rising
Star by Virginia Super Lawyers magazine

(continued on next page)
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Is PLEASED To ANNOUNCE THE AppITION OF

RoBERT [.. SAMUEL

Mr. Samuel has joined Pender & Coward
as a shareholder, bringing more than 35

years of litigation experience to the firm. He
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the areas of Personal Injury Law and Workers
Compensation. He is a Virginia Super Lawyer

RN and has also been recognized as one of the Best

Lawyers in America for personal injury litigation.
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(Announcements continued)

and has been included in Virginia Busi-
ness’ Legal Elite in the category of Young
Attorney. Ryan Thum is an Associate in
the Divorce/Family Law Practice Group.
His practice focuses primarily on litigating
contested custody and divorce cases and
serving as Guardian ad litem. Mr. Thum
also has experience advising clients in ne-
gotiating pre-marital and separation agree-
ments. He is licensed in Virginia and North
Carolina. Nicole Thurston is an Associate
in the Divorce/Family Law Practice Group.
Her practice includes contested divorce,
custody/visitation, adoptions and drafting
and negotiating separation agreements. Ms.
Thurston is a certified Guardian ad litem for
children and is fluent in Spanish.

Reid H. Ervin and Associates, P.C. is pleased
to announce the inclusion of Reid H. Er-
vin in the December 2014 issue of Virginia
Business as one of Virginia’s Legal Elite in
the field of employment and labor law.

Vandeventer Black LLP is pleased to an-
nounce that commercial litigator Ellen
F. Bergren has joined its Norfolk office.
Bergren’s primary practice will focus on
complex commercial litigation and general

has previous litigation experience involving
products liability, mass tort, insurance, and
reinsurance defense. Bergren is an active
member of the Norfolk & Portsmouth Bar
Association and the Tidewater section of the
Federal Bar Association.

Williams Mullen is pleased to announce
that Alyssa Embree and Shane Smith have
been elected Partners. Alyssa Embree’s
practice focuses on the acquisition, financ-
ing, leasing and disposition of commercial
and multifamily real estate. She has rep-
resented national and regional clients in
transactions involving office, multifamily,
industrial, retail, and mixed use develop-
ments, and has significant experience
with development, ground leasing, retail
leasing and landlord/tenant negotiations.
Ms. Embree has also represented financial
institutions and creditors in bankruptcy
and inworkouts of distressed debt secured
by real estate. Shane Smith focuses his
practice on commercial litigation, par-
ticularly real and personal property tax
disputes. For more than 12 years prior to
practicing law, Shane held several posi-
tions with Texas-based Valero Energy
Corporation and its acquired companies,
including Manager, eCommerce Market-

Kelsey, then Judge of the Court of Appeals
of Virginia.

Wolcott Rivers Gates is pleased to intro-
duce Adam M. Carroll as the firm’s newest
partner. Mr. Carroll received his J.D. from
Campbell University, Norman Adrian Wig-
gins School of Law and was admitted into
practice in Virginia in 2004. He is an experi-
enced litigator who represents individuals
and companies.

(NorroLK CASA VOLUNTEERS CONTINUED)

CASAvolunteers are carefully selected,
well trained members of the community,
who work entirely for free. CASA volun-
teers believe their intense advocacy can
break the cycle of abuse and neglect.
When children grow up in homes where
their only adult role models respond to
them with violence and disregard for their
needs, they repeat that cycle with their
own children.

This year Norfolk CASA has served 98
children with 34 volunteers. To become
involved, sponsor a table at the annual
Mother’s Day Luncheon on Friday, May 8§,
2015, go to www.norfolkcasa.com or call
664-7649.
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